
Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District, Board of Trustees 
Regular MEETING – Wednesday, September 23, 2026 – 6:00 p.m. 

Fire Station #2 – 6581 Dada Drive, Gurnee, Illinois 
AGENDA 

 
I. Call to Order 
II. Roll Call 
III. Approval of Remote Attendance 
IV. Comments from the public 
V. Approval of Minutes – Meeting July 22, 2026 
VI. Reports: 

a. President’s Report 
b. Treasurer’s Report 

1. Review and sign statement of investments 
2. Review and sign statement of expenditures 
3. Review proposed expenditures for approval 

c. Secretary’s Report 
d. Fire Chief’s Report 
e. Attorney’s Report 
 

VII. Old Business: 
a. Discuss annexations, as applicable – discuss/possible action 

 

VIII. New Business 
a. Res. 2026-R-01 Making 2026 Truth in Taxation Determination – 

discuss/action 
b. Ord. 2026-O-04 Making 2026 Levy DRAFT – discuss 
c. Dam, Snell & Taveirne Financial Reports update – discuss/action 

1. 2026 Audit Report  
2. 2026 Comptroller’s Annual Financial Report 
3. 2026 Treasurer’s Annual Financial Report 
4. Financial reports – July and August 2026 

d. Review and possible approval of Audit 
e. Review and possible approval of Remote Attendance Policy Ord.  
f. Review Closed Session Minutes – discuss/action 

 

IX. Closed Session (if needed) 
X. Action on Items from Closed Session (if any) 
XI. Review agenda for next meeting – November 11, 2026 
XII. Adjournment 

Dated:  September 14, 2026 
 
 WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

By:  Anthony Milton, Secretary 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-O-03 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
ADOPTING A POLICY TO AUTHORIZE REMOTE ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS BY ITS 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

WHEREAS, the Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District (the "District") is a fire 

protection district duly organized under the laws of the State of Illinois; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the District has the full power to pass all necessary 

ordinances, and rules and regulations for the proper management and conduct of the business of 

the Board of Trustees of the District for carrying into effect the objects for which the District was 

formed under 70 ILCS 705/6; and 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Open Meetings Act authorizes a member of a public body to attend 

a public meeting by means other than physical presence to the extent allowed by the rules 

adopted by the public body in conformance with the requirements and restrictions set forth in 

Section 7 of the Act; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined that there is a need to adopt a policy 

permitting the remote attendance at meetings by its Board of Trustees. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the Warren-

Waukegan Fire Protection District, Lake County, as follows: 

Section One:  That the Board of Trustees hereby adopts a policy allowing remote 

attendance at meetings by its Board of Trustees as set forth fully in EXHIBIT A attached hereto. 

Section Two:  This Ordinance shall supersede any ordinances, resolutions, or motions, 

or parts of ordinances, resolutions, or motions in conflict with any part herein, and any such 

ordinances, resolutions, motions, or parts thereof, are hereby repealed. 

Section Three:  If any section, paragraph, or provision of this Ordinance shall be held 

invalid or unenforceable for any reason, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not affect any of 

the remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 

Section Four:  That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
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passage and approval. 

ADOPTED this 23rd day of September 2026, by a roll call vote as follows: 

AYES:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT:  

 

  
                                                                     President, Board of Trustees 

Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
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EXHIBIT A 

WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
POLICY PERMITTING REMOTE ATTENDANCE 

UNDER THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT 

Board members may attend meetings by video or audio conference subject to the following 
conditions: 
 

1. A quorum of members must be physically present at the meeting location. 
 
2. The member requesting to attend by audio or video conference must be unable to physically 

attend the meeting because of: (a) personal illness or disability; (b) employment purposes 
or the business of the Board; (c) a family or other emergency; or (d) unexpected childcare 
obligations. 

 
3. The member requesting to attend by audio or video conference must notify the Secretary 

and attorney before the meeting, if practicable. 
 
4. A majority of the members must approve the member’s request to attend by audio or video 

conference. 
 
5. Equipment must be available that will permit the member to participate in the meeting so 

that the member can hear and/or see the other members and the other members can hear 
and/or see the member attending by audio or video conference. 

 
If a member attends a meeting by audio or video conference, the minutes of that meeting shall 
reflect that the member was present via audio or video conference. Members attending by audio or 
video conference shall be permitted to participate in the meeting as if they were physically present 
to the extent permitted by the equipment used, including the right to vote on any matters that come 
before the Board. (5 ILCS 120/7) 
 

Notwithstanding the above, Board members may also attend meetings remotely as otherwise 
allowed by law.  
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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 

) SS 
COUNTY OF LAKE  ) 
 
 
 SECRETARY'S CERTIFICATE 
 
 

I, Anthony Milton, the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the 

Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District, Lake County, Illinois, do hereby certify that the 

attached hereto is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance entitled: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-O-03 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
ADOPTING A POLICY TO AUTHORIZE REMOTE ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS BY ITS 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

which Ordinance was duly adopted by said Board at its meeting on the 23rd day of September 

2026. 

I do further certify that a quorum of said Board of Trustees was present at the said meeting, 

and that the Board complied with all requirements of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23rd day of September 206. 

 

  
     Secretary, Board of Trustees 

Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
 
 
 



 

MINUTES OF THE WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

GURNEE STATION #3 

Wednesday July 22, 2026 

Call to Order:  President Klauber called the meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Warren-
Waukegan Fire Protection District to order at 6:00 PM    

Roll Call: Present: President Klauber and Trustee Brian Wattleworth  

Others Present: Meganne Trela and Brian Johnston of Ottosen, Dinolfo, 
Hasenbalg & Castaldo and Deputy Fire Chief Douglass.   

Election of Officers: President Klauber made a motion to nominate all trustees retaining their current 
positions. Trustee Wattleworth seconded the motion. A roll call was taken.    

 Ayes: 2  Nays:  0        Motion carried:2/0 

• President: Martin Klauber  
• Treasurer: Brian Wattleworth 
• Secretary: Anthony Milton 

Comments from the Public: None  

Approval of Minutes:     

President Klauber made a motion to approve WWFPD meeting minutes from May 20, 2026. Trustee 
Wattleworth seconded the motion. A roll call was taken.  

   Ayes: 2  Nays:  0        Motion carried:2/0 

REPORTS 

President’s Report:  

There is no President’s Report at this time.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Trustee Wattleworth stated small payments from the county were received in May with a much larger one 
received in June.  The 606 account has not been closed yet nor the funds moved. This is expected to be 
accomplished by the next board meeting. The ending balance for the WWFPD is 7,183,348.15. Trustee 
Wattleworth expressed concern that the current WWFPD assets may trigger tax objections. Ms. Trela 
stated she would bring the matter to Mr. Taveirne’s attention but noted that the current report is 
frontloaded with payments that will not be made later in the year. Future income will not include 



ambulance payments decreasing income while future expenses will increase. This may naturally correct 
the WWFPD assets back to an amount that will address upcoming expenditures while mitigating tax 
objections.  

President Klauber made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Trustee Wattleworth 
seconded the motion. A roll call was taken.  

   Ayes: 2   Nays:  0        Motion carried: 2/0 

Anthony Milton arrived at 6:08 PM and was sworn in as a trustee to the WWFPD board by Ms. Trela.  

President Klauber informed Trustee Milton that the election of officers had taken place prior to his arrival 
and resulted in his retaining his current position as secretary.  

Trustee Wattleworth next presented a Statement of Expenditures. Trustee Wattleworth a payment to the 
Village and an outlier invoice from EMC-MC from 2025.  Other payments listed below are standard and 
will be paid directly. Total expenditures submitted for approval equal $779,757.37    

 

Proposed Expenditures  Date  Description  Amount 

  Beverly Shannon  5/20/26  Recording Secretary $250.00 

 Ottosen, Dinolfo (Atty.)  5/31/26  Legal   $2704.00 

Dam Snell    5/31/26  CPA    $1540.00 

EMC-MC    5/1-31/26 Billing Services  $8497.62 

Cyber-Construction  7/1  IT Services  $72.00    

Village of Gurnee  7/2/26  Service Contract  $766,693.75  

Total         $779,757.37    

President Klauber made a motion to approve Expense Report. Trustee Milton seconded the motion. A roll 
call was taken:  

Ayes: 3   Nays:  0        Motion carried: 3/0 

Secretary’s Report:  

There is no Secretary’s report at this time. 

Fire Chief’s Report: 

Deputy Chief Douglass noted the change in leadership involving (2) retirements resulting in (2) 
promotions to lieutenant, and (3) new hires including (1) woman.  



Deputy Chief Douglass mentioned that he had attended an EMS meeting in Highland Park earlier today 
and stated how important these meetings were in keeping up with the latest medical services available. 

Auditor Report:  

There is no Auditor Report at this time. 

Attorney’s Report: 

There is no Attorney Report at this time. 

Old Business: 

a. Ambulance Billing Complaints:  None. 
b. Annexations:  The Citty of Waukegan has recently submitted an annexation. Ms. Trela 

will report back any significant details to the board at the next meeting.  

New Business: None 

Closed Session: None  

Action on items in Closed Session: None 

Review agenda items for next board meeting – September 23, 2026 

 Truth in Taxation 
 Draft Levy 
 Audit 

At the request of President Kauber, Ms. Trela will research and draft a remote attendance policy in the 
event a board member is unable to attend a WWFPD board meeting.  

Ms. Trela reminded everyone that the date of the next meeting had changed to September 23, 2026, and 
that location would be Gurnee Station #2.  

Having no further business to come before the board, Trustee Wattleworth made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:20 PM. Trustee Milton seconded the motion. A roll call was taken:  

Ayes:  3   Nays: 0   Motion carried 3/0  

 
Anthony Milton       Date minutes approved 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
 
 
__________________________   __________________________ 

 



 



NOTICE 
OF 

PROPOSED 
PROPERTY TAX 
INCREASE FOR 

WARREN-WAUKEGAN 
FIRE PROTECTION 

DISTRICT 
 

I. A public hearing to approve a proposed property tax levy 
increase for Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
for 2026, will be held on November 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Village of Gurnee Fire Station No. 2 located at 6581 
Dada Drive, Gurnee, Lake County, Illinois.  Any person 
desiring to appear at the public hearing and present 
testimony to the taxing district may contact Brian 
Wattleworth, Treasurer, 4580 Old Grand Ave., Gurnee, 
IL 60031; (847) 244-8631. 

II. The corporate and special purpose property taxes 
extended for 2025 were $1,922,616.58.  The proposed 
corporate and special purpose property taxes to be levied 
for 2026 are $3,910,133.46.  This represents a 103.38% 
increase over the previous year. 

III. The property taxes extended for debt service and public 
building commission leases for 2025 were $0.  The 
estimated property taxes to be levied for debt service and 
public building commission leases for 2026 are $0.  This 
represents a 0% increase over the previous year. 

IV. The total property taxes extended for 2025 were 
$1,922,616.58.  The estimated total property taxes to be 
levied for 2026 are $3,910,133.46. This represents a 
103.38% increase over the previous year. 

Published:   November __, 2026 

WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 

       

   Brian Wattleworth, Treasurer 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-R-01 
 

A RESOLUTION MAKING THE WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT'S 
2026 TRUTH IN TAXATION FINDING  

 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District (the 

"Board"), Lake County, Illinois, pursuant to the requirement of the Truth in Taxation Act is required 

to determine the amount of money, exclusive of election costs estimated to be necessary to be 

raised by taxation for the year 2026 and to disclose by publication and hold public hearing if it is 

the Board's intention to adopt a levy in an amount greater than five percent of the property taxes 

extended or estimated to be extended plus the amount abated upon the levy for the year 2026, 

all in accordance with the provisions of the Illinois Truth in Taxation Law (35 ILCS 200/18-55. et 

seq.) 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be it Resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Warren-Waukegan 

Fire Protection District, Lake County, Illinois, as follows: 

Section 1:  That the Board hereby determines that its 2026 proposed aggregate levy, 

exclusive of election costs and bond principal and interest levies, estimated to be necessary to 

be raised by taxation for the tax year upon the taxable property in the District is $3,910,133.46 

and may be more than 105 percent of the amount extended for the levy year 2025. 

Section 2:  That the amount of property taxes, exclusive of election costs and bond 

principal and interest levies extended on behalf of the District for the levy year 2025 was 

$1,922,616.58. 

Section 3:  That the provisions of Section 18-55 through 18-100 of the Illinois Truth and 

Taxation Law are applicable to the District this year. 

Section 4:  That the President of the Board therefore does need to authorize or direct to 

publish or cause to be published a legal notice of public hearing in accordance with the Illinois 

Truth in Taxation Law. 
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ADOPTED this 23rd day of September, 2026, pursuant to the following roll call vote: 

AYES:             

NAYS:             

ABSENT:             

 

      _______________________________ 
      Martin Klauber 

President, Board of Trustees 
      Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony Milton 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
    ) SS 
COUNTY OF LAKE  ) 
 
 
 

SECRETARY'S CERTIFICATE 
 

 I, ANTHONY MILTON, the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Trustees of 

the Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District, Lake County, Illinois, do hereby certify that 

attached hereto is a true and correct copy of a Resolution entitled: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-R-01 
 

A RESOLUTION MAKING THE WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT'S 
2026 TRUTH IN TAXATION FINDING  

 
 

which Resolution was duly adopted by said Board of Trustees at a meeting held on the 23rd day 

of September, 2026. 

 I do further certified that a quorum of said Board of Trustees was present at said meeting, 

and that the Board complied with all requirements of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23rd day of September, 2026. 

 

      _______________________________ 
      Anthony Milton 
       Secretary, Board of Trustees 
      Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-O-04 

ORDINANCE LEVYING AND ASSESSING TAXES OF THE  
WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS FOR 2026 
 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Trustees of the Warren-Waukegan Fire 

Protection District, Lake County, Illinois, as follows: 

 Section One: That the sum of THREE MILLION NINE HUNDRED TRN 

THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED THIRTY THREE DOLLARS ($3,910,133.46) assessed 

and levied from and against all taxable property within the limits of the said Warren-

Waukegan Fire Protection District as the same is assessed and equalized for State and 

County purposes for the current year, 2026, and the specific amount hereby levied is set 

forth under the column entitled “Amount To Be Raised By Tax Levy,” as follows: 

AMOUNTS TO BE RAISED BY TAX LEVY: 

CORPORATE FUND 

Corporate Fund Levy:        $1,955,066.73 

 The foregoing amount is hereby levied for general corporate purposes pursuant to 

the provisions of 70 ILCS 705/14. 

 
AMBULANCE FUND 

Ambulance Fund Levy:       $1,955,066.73 

 

The foregoing amount is hereby levied for ambulance expense purposes pursuant 

to the provisions of 70 ILCS 705/22. 

 
LEVY SUMMARY 

TOTAL CORPORATE FUND      $ 1,955,066.73 
TOTAL AMBULANCE FUND     $    1,955,066.73 
GRAND TOTAL       $ 3,910,133.46 
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Section Two: That the Secretary, or District’s Attorney acting on behalf of the 

Secretary, is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this Ordinance with the Clerk of 

Lake County within the time specified by law. 

 Section Three: If any item or portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held 

invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of remaining portions of the Ordinance. 

 Section Four: That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its passage and approval as required by law. 

ADOPTED this 11th day of November, 2026, pursuant to a roll call vote as follows:

  

AYES:             

NAYS:            

ABSENT:            

 
 
              
      Martin Klauber  

President, Board of Trustees 
      Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Anthony Milton 
Secretary, Board of Trustees 
Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2026-O-04 

ORDINANCE LEVYING AND ASSESSING TAXES OF THE  
WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS FOR 2026 
 

WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
TRUTH IN TAXATION CERTIFICATION FOR 2026 LEVY 

 
 

I, Martin Klauber, hereby certify that I am the President of Warren-Waukegan Fire 

Protection District, Lake County, Illinois, and as such, I hereby certify that the levy 

ordinance, a copy of which is attached hereto, was adopted pursuant to, and in all respects 

in compliance with, the provisions of Sections 18-60 through 18-85 of the Truth in Taxation 

Law, 35 ILCS 200/18-55 et seq. 

The provisions of Sections 18-60 through 18-85 of the Truth in Taxation Law are 

applicable for the 2026 levy.   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have placed my signature this 11th day of November, 

2026. 

      
 
 
             

Martin Klauber 
President, Board of Trustees 
Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
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STATE OF ILLINOIS  ) 
    ) SS 
COUNTY OF LAKE  ) 
 
 

SECRETARY’S CERTIFICATE 
 

 I, Anthony Milton, the duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Trustees 

of the Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District, Lake County, Illinois, do hereby certify 

that attached hereto is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance entitled: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2026-O-04 

ORDINANCE LEVYING AND ASSESSING TAXES OF THE  
WARREN-WAUKEGAN FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

LAKE COUNTY, ILLINOIS FOR 2026 
 

which Ordinance was duly adopted at a meeting called by said Board of Trustees on this 

11th day of November, 2026. 

 I do further certify that a quorum of said Board of Trustees was present at said 

meeting, and that the Board of Trustees complied with all the requirements of the Illinois 

Open Meetings Act. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of November, 

2026. 

 

             
      Anthony Milton 
      Secretary, Board of Trustees 
      Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Board of Trustees, Warren-Waukegan Fire Protection District 
   
FROM: Meganne Trela 
 
RE:  Tax levy/extension estimate 
 
DATE:  September 23, 2026 
 
 Based on the figures provided by Lake County, the District will receive about  
1,922,616.58 in tax revenue this year. In the prior year, the District received 3,723,936.63. 
The difference is the result of the abatement. Last year, the District’s EAV was 
662,507,474.  
 
The District’s limiting and extension tax rate for the levy was 0.578904. In 2024 the limiting 
and extension tax rate for the levy was 0.602452. If we estimate a slight increase in the 
District’s EAV, the District’s 2026 limiting rate should be close to .00592444463.  The 
formula for the limiting rate calculation was as follows; 
 
Five percent increase: 
 

3,723,936.63 (2024 extension) x 1.05 (current capped CPI-U) ÷ 660,000,000 (EAV 
estimate) = . limiting rate 

 
In order to calculate the figures for the 2026 levy which is extended in 2026, I used 

the following formula:   
 
 (EAV estimate) x (limiting rate) = amount for 2022 extension received in 
2023. 
  
 660,000,000 x .00592444463 = $3,910,133.46 
 

   2026 LEVY 
 

CORPORATE FUND:  1,955,066.73 
AMBULANCE FUND:  1,955,066.73 
 
Total LEVY:   $3,910,133.46 
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